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The day started with an introduction from Affirmant Chair, Dr. Loren Hamel followed
by Dr. Bill Mayer's presentation, "Fueling the Fire: State of Affirmant." For details on
Dr. Mayer's presentation, click the link below.

Click here for The State of Affirmant highlights

Morning Presentations

Affirmant's Third Annual Leadership Retreat
Affirmant Health Partners' third annual Leadership Retreat was held in Kalamazoo,
Michigan on May 31. We were so pleased with the turn out and want to extend a
very warm "thank you" to all who attended and contributed to the events of the day.
There was so much to share it couldn't fit it into the monthly newsletter! Instead,
here is a special edition newsletter to showcase the presentations, award winners
and attendees. Scroll on to discover the special moments that were shared during
the Leadership Retreat.

https://affirmanthealthpartners.createsend1.com/t/j-l-ngtlik-l-y/


Leadership Awards

We are very happy to announce that every health system and committee was
represented in the Leadership Awards ceremony. In our previous newsletter, issue
3, we gave a list of names for each category. Click below to find a detailed list along
with photo galleries.

Carl Dvorak, President at Epic, gave a moving presentation on Consumerism and
Stewardship in America with instances of what he's seen from other cultures and
what to prepare for in the future of IT in healthcare. Carl volunteered his time and
expertise to us for his keynote presentation as he explained Epic and Affirmant
are partners. Concluding Carl's keynote presentation, Dr. Bill Mayer announced that
Affirmant made a donation in Epic's name to the TechGyrls program at the
Kalamazoo YWCA. We have provided highlights of Carl's keynote presentation and
of the YWCA partnership between Epic and TechGyrls in the link below.

Carl Dvorak Keynote Presentation and YWCA

Carl Dvorak Presents Balancing Consumerism and
Stewardship 

https://affirmanthealthpartners.createsend1.com/t/j-l-ngtlik-l-j/


Poster Presentations - Sharing Best Practices

Click here for details on the Leadership Awards

https://affirmanthealthpartners.createsend1.com/t/j-l-ngtlik-l-t/


Breakout Sessions - Fueling the Fire for Transformation

The breakout sessions this year were crafted to spotlight the Fire Triangle.
Participants were able to choose from three sessions::

1. Epic Constellation Update

2. Health Plan Partnerships

3. Clinical Transformation: Focus on Pharmacy

The following link provides details on each presentation for your review.

Breakout Session Presentations

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our first Poster Presentation event. To
those who created posters and who voted for their favorites, we appreciate your
participation and your feedback.

The winners of this year Poster Presentations are:

Bronson Healthcare, Implementation and Impact of Bronson Post-Acute
Care Network won awards for People's Choice and Best Poster
Lakeland Health, Vital Signs Integration: Capturing Vital Signs Directly into
Epic from Philips Devices won the Honorable Mention award

https://affirmanthealthpartners.createsend1.com/t/j-l-ngtlik-l-i/
https://affirmanthealthpartners.createsend1.com/t/j-l-ngtlik-l-i/
https://affirmanthealthpartners.createsend1.com/t/j-l-ngtlik-l-i/
https://affirmanthealthpartners.createsend1.com/t/j-l-ngtlik-l-i/
https://affirmanthealthpartners.createsend1.com/t/j-l-ngtlik-l-i/


The Physician Board Members participated in a Q&A panel session at the end of the
retreat.

Panelist included:

 Dr. Ken O’Neill, Lakeland

 Dr. Madhura Mansabdar, MidMichigan

 Dr. Ray King, Henry Ford Allegiance Health

 Dr. Michael Slavin, Covenant

 Dr. Harman Nagler, Sparrow

The group was so engaged, we ran out of time to answer all of the questions from
the audience. Thank you panelists for volunteering your time!

Physician Panel - Maintaining transparency within our
member systems 



Congratulations Gift Card Winners!

Madhura Mansabdar - MidMichigan

Lisa Deehan - Henry Ford Allegiance Health

Tim Grove - Lakeland

Jamie Radcliffe - Bronson

You have won Biggby gift cards for filling out the Leadership Retreat evaluations!
You should be receiving your cards soon. Thank you for participating and providing
feedback.

Retreat Photo Gallery
Follow the link below to see photos 
from the Leadership Retreat.

Click here to view the Leadership Retreat Gallery

Affirmant Health Partners

 Tweet 

 Share 

950 Trade Centre Way
Suite 200
Portage, MI 49002

Thank you for being a valued member of Affirmant!

Leadership Retreat Evaluation Results

Evaluation Results

The Leadership Retreat evaluation results have been compiled. Click the link below
for the results.
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Fueling the Fire – The State 
of Affrmant

Dr. Bill Mayer’s morning

presentation, “Fueling the Fire: The

State of Affirmant” started with a

personal story from Dr. Mayer’s

family life. He spoke about his son’s

life with crohn’s disease and struggle

to obtain affordable healthcare and medication as he embarks on his first 

professional job. Dr. Mayer’s story is the story of many in our country.

The details of Dr. Mayer’s son’s health challenge made way for a very
important question we all ask often; a question that aides in building the

foundation for why we are all a part of Affirmant today. Who is best

equipped to decide?

Below are some of the highlights from Dr. Mayer’s presentation…

https://affirmant.wordpress.com/
https://affirmant.wordpress.com/2018/07/16/fueling-the-fire-the-state-of-affirmant/


NOTE TO READERS

We invite you to read, comment and share posts created within Affirmant 

Health Partners company blog. We encourage participation to enhance 

our relationships with members and develop content you value.

ClickClick here to view the original article
 here to view the original article

https://affirmant.wordpress.com/2018/07/16/fueling-the-fire-the-state-of-affirmant/
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Carl Dvorak’s Epic Presentation
concludes with a special announcement
Affirmant is very honored and grateful to have Carl Dvorak, President at Epic, present as 

a keynote speaker for the third annual Leadership Retreat.

Carl gave an inspiring presentation on Balancing Consumerism and Stewardship.  The 

presentation outlined the future of our data and how Affirmant  can play a positive role.

As a thank you to Carl Dvorak for volunteering his time and to the partnership we value 

between Affirmant and Epic, we made a donation to a local charity in Epic’s name to the 

YWCA’s TechGYRLS Program. Carl was surprised and grateful for the gesture. He 

expressed a desire to stay connected to the organization.

https://affirmant.wordpress.com/
https://affirmant.wordpress.com/
https://affirmant.wordpress.com/2018/07/16/carl-dvoraks-epic-presentation-concludes-with-a-special-announcement/


TechGYRLS® is a youth empowerment program designed to increase the 

participation, interest, and confidence of young girls in science, 

technology, engineering, and math (STEM). This program provides a 

creative and hands on approach to STEM education through building 

Lego MindSTORM robots and educational field trips where participants 

will observe STEM being applied by successful women leaders

(TechVENTURES).

Click Here to visit the YWCA TechGYRLS website.

More Information on TechGyrls:

http://ywcakalamazoo.org/empowerment-programs/
http://ywcakalamazoo.org/empowerment-programs/
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Leadership Award Winners 2018

Leadership Awards

On May 31 we presented 83 Leadership Awards to members who best exhibit and 

live our values. Each chapter was represented and in some cases, the stage was 

barely big enough to hold all the winners for a group picture!

These were the criteria for award nominations:

Individuals or teams engaged with Affirmant

Efforts directly tied to Affirmant’s mission and vision Efforts exemplify Affirmant’s 

values

Not including Board Members

Not including individuals or  groups paid by Affirmant for their efforts

Diverse chapter representation where possible

Below you will find a list of winners for each Value along with pictures to share 

with your chapters, family and friends. Thank you for living our values, award 

winners, and congratulations!

https://affirmant.wordpress.com/
https://affirmant.wordpress.com/
https://affirmant.wordpress.com/2018/06/21/leadership-award-winners-2018/


Accountability 
We are leaders in quality, and hold ourselves and our partners to the 
highest standards of integrity and performance. 

Dan Cramer CoVENANT 
HealthCare 

Mary Greeley 

Nicole Allen 
@ Sparrow 

Compassion 

We seek to understand and respect our patients, colleagues and 
community partners. 

Becky Trella 

Margaret Brown 

©BRONSON 

HENRY FORD 

ALLEGIANCE HEALTH 

https://affirmant.wordpress.com/affirmanthealth2018_0490/
https://affirmant.wordpress.com/2018/06/21/leadership-award-winners-2018/affirmanthealth2018_0487/
https://affirmant.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/affirmanthealth2018_0492.jpg
https://affirmant.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/affirmanthealth2018_0495.jpg
https://affirmant.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/affirmanthealth2018_0493.jpg
https://affirmant.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/affirmanthealth2018_0491.jpg


Collaboration 

We support, empower and leverage our high-performing teams. 

Christopher Johnson 

Cindy Meyers 

Kathy Starbuck 

Lenee Svorec 

Abigail T ippin 
Laura Wagner 

Megan Yore 

?0-' Lakeland Health 

Bronson IT 

©BRONSON 

Pam Wyatt-Elkins 

Kristin Jervis 

Molly Flemming 

Jess Cox 
Jill Li 

Laurie Tarpley 

Sherry Walling 

Brittany Easton 

Donna Eberly-Pacquette 

Ali Aldridge 

HENRY FOR.D 

ALLEGIANCE HEALTH 

Sam Fell 

Rachel Sunday 

Jordan Zaluckyj 

Jessica Frey 
Emily Ulrath 

?0-' Lakeland Health 

https://affirmant.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/affirmanthealth2018_0496.jpg
https://affirmant.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/affirmanthealth2018_0503.jpg
https://affirmant.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/affirmanthealth2018_0498.jpg
https://affirmant.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/affirmanthealth2018_0500.jpg


Thank you to all who voted and congratulations winners!

https://affirmant.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/affirmanthealth2018_0506.jpg
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https://affirmant.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/affirmanthealth2018_0511.jpg
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Leadership Retreat Breakout Sessions
This years Leadership Retreat Breakout Sessions were designed to reflect Affirmant’s Fire 

Triangle. We offered attendees an option

to visit one of three Breakout Sessions. Click the title below to

link to the presentation for your review.

1. Epic Constellation Presentation

2. Focus on Pharmacy Presentation

3. Health Plan Partnership 

https://affirmant.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/health-plan-strategy-retreat-breakout_0530181.pptx
https://affirmant.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/affirmant-leadership-2018_clin-transform_pharmacy.pptx
https://affirmant.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/epic-affirmant-executive-retreat.pdf
https://affirmant.wordpress.com/
https://affirmant.wordpress.com/
https://affirmant.wordpress.com/2018/07/16/leadership-retreat-breakout-sessions/
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Leadership Retreat Evaluation Results

The results are in. The evaluation survey was completed by 68 attendees. Over 87% of participants 

surveyed, agreed or strongly agreed that the retreat exceeded their expectations, and 100% 

responded that they would attend a similar event in the future. The highest rated presentation was 

Dr. Bill Mayer at 100%. Almost all participants agreed that we achieved our four objects set at the 

beginning of the retreat.

1. Create understanding and excitement for the Fire Triangle (92%)

2. Strengthen relationships (95%). 

3. Share best practices (87%)

4. . Build Affirmant culture (92%) 

https://affirmant.wordpress.com/2018/07/16/leadership-retreat-evaluation-results/
https://affirmant.wordpress.com/
https://affirmant.wordpress.com/


Participants were also encouraged to give us written feedback on the retreat. When asked, 

“What did you like best about the retreat?” a few key themes were identified as most valuable:

o  The Introduction by Dr. Mayer 

o  Poster Presentations 

o  Networking 

o  Breakout sessions 

Suggestions for the next retreat include:

o  Provide an overview of Breakout Sessions 

o  Consider a more central location 

Scroll down to view each question with responses





Thank you again to all members who filled out an evaluation! We 
appreciate your feedback.
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Leadership Retreat Photo Gallery

Morning Session at the 2018 Leadership Retreat

Registration

Dr. Bill Mayer presents Fuel the Fire for Transformation – The State of Affirmant

Carl Dvorak, President at Epic presents Balancing Consumerism and Stewardship

Gift presented to Epic and YWCA TechGyrls Program
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Mid-Morning Session

Leadership Awards

 Poster Presentations

Networking
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Afternoon Session

Poster Presentation Awards

Breakout Sessions

Physician Panel
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